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Meeting Minutes 

November 25, 2019 Meeting – 6:00 PM 

Visiting Nurses Association, 3rd Floor Community Room 

259 Lowell St., Somerville, MA 02144 

 

Board Members Present: Elizabeth Janiak, Vikram Kanda, Patricha Paul, Zachary Zasloff 

City staff present: Hannah Carrillo (Sustainable Neighborhoods Initiative Program Coordinator) 

Board Chair Zachary Zasloff convened the meeting at 6:10 PM once Board Members Paul and Janiak 

arrived. Chair Zasloff also noted that subsequent hearings are to begin at 6:30pm in order to better 

accommodate Board members commuting from work on mass transit. Chair Zasloff informed the public 

that the hearing would be recorded. Board member Kanda informed staff he would be unable to attend the 

December hearing.  

1. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 

A motion was introduced and PASSED 4-0 to approve the meeting minutes for the October 28, 

2019 hearing.  

 

2. Approval of Guidelines for Prequalification for Consideration as a Designee for 

Right To Purchase Privileges in the Event of a Condominium Conversion  

 

A motion was introduced and PASSED 4-0 to approve the Guidelines for Prequalification for 

Consideration as a Designee for Right To Purchase Privileges in the Event of a Condominium 

Conversion.  

 

3. New Business – Applications for Preliminary Conversion Permits and Non-Rental Conversion 

Permits. Board members moved to review each application before the Board. 

 

WARD 3 PRECINCT 3 

Application of Lawrence F Mahoney, Jr., Louise Mahoney, and Mary Mahoney as beneficiaries 

of the Estate of Emma Mahoney, seeking a Preliminary Conversion Permit for Unit 1 and Non-

Rental Conversion Permit for Unit 2 located at 42 Belmont St. This item was originally taken up 

by the Board at the last hearing on October 28, where the Board determined that both Unit 1 and 
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Unit 2 would be subject to 12 month waiting periods. Board Chair Zasloff stated that after further 

review, it came to the Board’s attention that the prior determination was in need of amending, as 

Unit 2 was actually entitled to an exemption from the waiting period which was initially imposed. 

Chair Zasloff corrected the record to reflect that only Unit 1 would be subject to a 12 month 

waiting period as Unit 2 was previously owner-occupied and verification was provided.   

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was VOTED 4-0:  

To amend the prior decision, and determine that Unit 2 is not subject to the 12 month waiting 

period as it was previously owner-occupied.  

WARD 5 - PRECINCT 1 

Application of Bostongate Properties LLC, John Cirame & Scott Whalen, owner John Cirame 

representing, seeking a Non-Rental Conversion Permit for Unit 1 located at 41 Sargent Ave. The 

$600 per unit application fee was paid and no real estate taxes or water bills were owed to the 

City. The owner noted he brought a corrected check, as the check previously provided was in the 

amount of $1,200 rather than $600. Staff let Mr. Cirame know he could pick up the previously 

provided check from the City Hall Annex any time during business hours. The property is a 

single family that will be converted into two condominium units. The property was purchased 

from an estate in March, 2019 and was previously owner-occupied. No master deed or report on 

the condition of the property have been submitted to date.   

Staff reported that no tenant complaints had been received in regard to the application or 

property.  

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was VOTED 4-0:  

To grant a conditional Non-Rental Conversion Permit for Unit 1 located at 41 Sargent Ave, 

conditioned on submission of the master deed and report on the condition of the property.  

WARD 4 – PRECINCT 3 

Application of 29 Tennyson Revocable Trust, Yevgeny Bernshtein, owners Yevgeny Bernshtein 

and Ilya Ivenigorodskiy representing, seeking a Non-Rental Conversion Permit for Unit 1 & Unit 

2 located at 29 Tennyson St. The $600 per unit application fee was paid and no real estate taxes 

or water bills were owed to the City. The property had been previously owner-occupied and was 

purchased vacant out of foreclosure in October, 2019. The owners informed the Board they are 

doing a full gut renovation that will result in two condominium units and are doing all work by-

right. No master deed or report on the condition of the property have been submitted to date.   

Staff reported that no tenant complaints had been received in regard to the application or 

property.  

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was VOTED 4-0:  

To grant a conditional Non-Rental Conversion Permit for Unit 1 and Unit 2 located at 29 

Tennyson St., conditioned on submission of the master deed and report on the condition of the 

property. 

The Chair introduced a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 PM, which was seconded and accepted. 


